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(57) ABSTRACT

The present disclosure relates to a wheelchair (1) with tilt
capabilities. The electric wheelchair comprises a chassis (3),
a lift device having a base member which is fixedly arranged
to the chassis, and a lifting member arranged to move
rectilinearly relative to the base member along an axis
defined by a longitudinal extension of the lifting member, a
tilt frame, a first arm pivotally coupled to the lifting member
and the tilt frame, and a second arm coupled to the base
member, and which second arm is pivotally coupled to the
first arm forming a pivot connection, wherein movement of
the lifting member towards the extended position moves the
pivot connection towards the base member and movement of
the lifting member towards the retracted position moves the
pivot connection away from the base member.

40 Claims, 14 Drawing Sheets
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WHEELCHAIR WITH TILT CAPABILITY

This application claims priority to European Patent Appli-
cation Number 13176357.5, which was filed Jul. 12, 2013,
and which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure generally relates to a wheelchair
and in particular to a wheelchair arranged to enable tilt of the
wheelchair seat.

BACKGROUND

Electric wheelchairs are commonly fitted with a tilt
arrangement which allows adjustment of the orientation
and/or the height of the wheelchair seat. Such adjustment
may be anterior, i.e. forward, posterior, i.e. backwards,
tilting and/or lifting of the seat. A seat occupant or caretaker
may thereby for example set the seat position according to
desire or current need of the occupant. Moreover, adjustment
of the seat orientation may be a desirable feature for control
purposes to stabilise the wheelchair depending on speed and
travel on inclined surfaces.

EP1997466 discloses a wheelchair which provides pos-
terior tilt, anterior tilt, full standing anterior tilt and lift. For
this purpose, the wheelchair comprises a plurality of inter-
acting actuators and levers. A first actuator is arranged to
actuate a pivotable lever which is provided with a second
actuator. Interaction between the first actuator and the piv-
otable lever provides posterior tilt, and further interaction
with the second actuator enables lift and anterior tilt.

CH697181 AS discloses a seating unit for use in wheel
chairs. The seating unit sits on a carriage frame and is built
as a separate unit from the frame. The seating unit comprises
a seating surface, a back support and leg supports on an
upright frame and can be adjusted via a first aggregate or
manually adjustable upright mechanism for lifting the
upright frame in a standing position or lowering it to a
seating position.

One problem with existing solutions is that upon tilting,
especially posterior tilt, the centre of gravity of an occupant
is not maintained which may render transportation with the
wheelchair unstable, subjecting the wheelchair and its occu-
pant to the risk of tipping over.

SUMMARY

In view of the above, a general object of the present
disclosure is to provide a wheelchair which solves or at least
mitigates the problems of the prior art.

According to a first aspect of the present disclosure there
is provided an electric wheelchair comprising: a chassis; a
lift device having a base member which is fixedly arranged
to the chassis, and a lifting member arranged to move
rectilinearly relative to the base member along an axis
defined by a longitudinal extension of the lifting member; a
tilt frame, a first arm pivotally coupled to the lifting member
and the tilt frame, and a second arm coupled to the base
member, and which second arm is pivotally coupled to the
first arm forming a pivot connection, wherein movement of
the lifting member towards the extended position moves the
pivot connection towards the base member and movement of
the lifting member towards the retracted position moves the
pivot connection away from the base member.

An effect which may be obtainable by the pivotal coupling
between the lifting member and the first arm, and the pivotal
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coupling of the first arm and the second arm which forms a
pivot connection that is moveable relative to the base
member is that adjustment of the orientation of the tilt frame
provides less change of the point of gravity of a wheelchair
occupant thus rendering the electric wheelchair more stable
during tilt, especially during posterior tilt. Moreover, a more
compact tilt arrangement may be provided compared to the
prior art, providing more flexibility for battery placement on
the chassis.

According to one embodiment the pivotal coupling of the
first arm with the lifting member and the pivotal coupling of
the first arm with the tilt frame are spaced apart.

One embodiment comprises a distancing member
arranged to distance the first arm from the tilt frame.

According to one embodiment a pivot axis defined by the
pivotal coupling of the first arm with the lifting member is
perpendicular to and offset from the axis defined by the
longitudinal extension of the lifting member.

According to one embodiment the first arm forms a
linkage comprising a first portion and a second portion,
wherein the first portion extends between the coupling with
the second arm and the coupling with the lifting member,
and the second portion extends between the coupling with
the lifting member and the coupling with the tilt frame.

According to one embodiment the first portion only
extends at a first side of the axis defined by the longitudinal
extension of the lifting member.

According to one embodiment the second portion inter-
sects the axis defined by the longitudinal extension of the
lifting member.

According to one embodiment the first arm is coupled to
the lifting member at an end portion of the lifting member.

According to one embodiment the distancing member is
pivotally coupled to the first arm.

According to one embodiment the distancing member is
pivotally coupled to the tilt frame.

According to one embodiment the distancing member is
a tilt actuator extendable to increase the distance between
the first arm and the tilt frame.

One embodiment comprises a standing actuator arranged
to move, in a plane defined by the tilt frame, an end of the
distancing member which is coupled to the tilt frame.

According to one embodiment the second arm is fixedly
arranged to the base member.

According to one embodiment the pivotal coupling
between the first arm and the second arm is defined by a
slidable connection.

According to one embodiment the second arm is pivotally
coupled to the base member, and wherein the first arm and
the second arm are pivotally coupled to each other.

According to one embodiment the first arm comprises a
first arm part and a second arm part, wherein each of the first
arm part and the second arm part is pivotally coupled to the
lifting member and the tilt frame, and to the second arm to
thereby form the pivot connection.

Generally, all terms used in the claims are to be inter-
preted according to their ordinary meaning in the technical
field, unless explicitly defined otherwise herein. All refer-
ences to “a/an/the element, apparatus, component, means,
etc. are to be interpreted openly as referring to at least one
instance of the element, apparatus, component, means, etc.,
unless explicitly stated otherwise.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The specific embodiments of the inventive concept will
now be described, by way of example, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:
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FIG. 1 is a schematic side view of an electric wheelchair
comprising a tilt arrangement;

FIG. 2 depicts a first example of a tilt arrangement;

FIGS. 3a-b show the operation of a variation of the first
example of the tilt arrangement in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 depicts a second example of a tilt arrangement;

FIGS. 5a-d show the operation of the tilt arrangement in
FIG. 4,

FIG. 6 illustrates a third example of a tilt arrangement;

FIG. 7a shows the operation of the tilt arrangement in
FIG. 6;

FIG. 7b shows the operation of a variation of the tilt
arrangement in FIG. 6;

FIG. 8 depicts a fourth example of a tilt arrangement;

FIGS. 9a and 95 depict a fifth example of a tilt arrange-
ment; and

FIGS. 10a-c¢ schematically show the wheelchair in FIG. 1
with various degrees of posterior tilt and lift, respectively.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The inventive concept will now be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which exemplitying embodiments are shown. The inventive
concept may, however, be embodied in many different forms
and should not be construed as limited to the embodiments
set forth herein; rather, these embodiments are provided by
way of example so that this disclosure will be thorough and
complete, and will fully convey the scope of the inventive
concept to those skilled in the art. Like numbers refer to like
elements throughout the description.

FIG. 1 depicts a schematic side view of an example of an
electric wheelchair 1. The wheelchair 1 comprises a chassis
3, a seat 5, wheels 7a and 76 and a tilt arrangement 9 on
which the seat 5 is arranged. The exemplified wheelchair 1
is of front wheel drive type. It should however be noted that
the wheelchair could be of any wheel drive type such as
midwheel drive type, back wheel drive type, four wheel
drive type or six wheel drive type.

The electric wheelchair 1 comprises a battery and a motor
which are attached to the chassis 3. The battery may be
electrically coupled to the motor wherein the motor is
mechanically coupled to the wheels 7a and 75 for driving the
electric wheelchair 1.

The tilt arrangement 9 may be operable by means of the
motor and may, depending on the particular implementation,
provide one of anterior tilt, posterior tilt, full standing tilt,
and lift, or a combination of anterior/posterior tilt, full
standing tilt and lift, as will be explained in this disclosure.
In FIG. 1, the tilt arrangement 9 is in a lowered, folded state.

Examples of tilt arrangement 9 and their functionality will
in the following be provided with reference to FIGS. 2-8.
FIG. 2 depicts a first example of a tilt arrangement 9a. When
properly mounted to the chassis 3 of the electric wheelchair
1, the tilt arrangement 9a enables posterior tilt, i.e. back-
wards tilt of the seat 5.

The tilt arrangement 9a comprises a lift device 11. The lift
device 11 has a base member 11a arranged to be fixed to the
chassis 3. The lift device 11 has a lifting member 115
arranged to move rectilinearly relative to the base member
11a, along an axis 11¢ defined by the longitudinal extension
of the lifting member 115. The base member 11a may for
example be arranged to accommodate the lifting member
115 such that the lifting member 115 may run in the base
member 11a.

The lifting member 115 is arranged to move rectilinearly
between a lowered position in which the lifting member 116
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is retracted relative to the base member 11a, and an elevated
or lifted position in which the lifting member 115 is
extended relative to the base member 11a. Actuation of the
lifting member 115 may for example be performed by means
of the motor of the electric wheelchair 1.

The tilt arrangement 9a further comprises a first arm 13,
a second arm 15 and a tilt frame 17. The tilt frame 17 is
arranged to support a seat. The first arm 13 is pivotally
coupled to an end portion 11d of the lifting member 115 and
slidably connected to the second arm 15. The first arm 13 is
furthermore pivotally coupled to the tilt frame 17 forming a
tilt joint 14.

The second arm 15 is fixedly arranged to the base member
11a. In particular, the second arm 15 has a proximal end 15a
and a distal end 155, wherein the proximal end 154 is fixedly
attached to the base member 11a and the distal end 155
which faces away from the base member 11¢ may form a
free end.

According to one variation, a pivot axis, i.e. the tilt joint
14, defined by the pivotal coupling of the first arm 13 with
the lifting member 115 is perpendicular to and offset from
the axis 11c¢ defined by the longitudinal extension of the
lifting member 115. The tilt joint 14 is hence distanced from
the axis 11c¢, on a first side of the lifting member 115, which
is the side at which the second arm 15 extends, in a direction
from the proximal end 154 to the distal end 155, from the
base member 1la. The pivot axis may alternatively be
aligned with the axis defined by the longitudinal extension
of the lifting member, for example by providing the pivotal
coupling between the first arm and the lifting member at the
distal end face, i.e. the top, of the lifting member.

According to the first example, the second arm has a slot
15¢ which extends between the proximal end 15a¢ and the
distal end 155b. The slot 15¢ is perpendicular or essentially
perpendicular to the base member 11a and thus the axis 11c.
The first arm 13 has a slot interaction member 13a slidably
arranged in the slot 15¢ such that the first arm 13 may slide
between the two ends of the slot 15¢. The length of the slot
15¢ is dimensioned such that when the lifting member 116
is maximally retracted and in the lowered state, the slot
interaction member 134 is located at a distal slot end with
respect to the base member 11a and when the lifting member
is maximally extended and in the elevated or lifted position
the slot interaction member 13a is located at a proximal slot
end with respect to the base member 11a. The slot interac-
tion member 134 hence provides a translatable pivot point of
the first arm 13 relative to the second arm 15.

The tilt arrangement 9a forms a tilt mechanism. The tilt
frame 17 is essentially perpendicular to the axis 11¢ and the
base member 11a when the lifting member 115 is maximally
retracted. When tilting, the tilt frame 17 tilts with an angle
which is dependent of the amount of extension of the lifting
member 115.

The tilt arrangement may according to one variation
comprise a distancing member 19, as shown in FIG. 3a
which depicts a tilt arrangement 94'. The distancing member
19 is arranged to distance the first arm 13 from the tilt frame
17, especially that end of the tilt frame 17 which is farthest
away from the lifting member 11a to thereby obtain a tilt
frame which is essentially parallel with the slot 15¢ when the
lifting member 115 is maximally retracted.

The operation of tilt arrangement 94', which is identical in
operation to tilt arrangement 9a, will now be described with
reference to FIGS. 3¢ and 3b. In FIG. 3a, the tilt arrange-
ment 9¢' is in a folded or lowered position A in which the
lifting member 115 is fully retracted and the slot interaction
member 13a of the first arm 13 is arranged at a distal slot end
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15d of slot 15¢. A distancing member 19 is arranged to
distance the first arm 13 from the tilt frame 17. The dis-
tancing member 19 is arranged to maintain an essentially
perpendicular position of the tilt frame 17 relative to the base
member 11a and an essentially parallel position relative to
the second arm 15 when the tilt arrangement 9¢' is in the
lowered position A.

In FIG. 3b, the lifting member 115 has been moved
rectilinearly relative to the base member 11a such that the
lifting member 115 has attained its maximal elevated or
lifted position. The tilt arrangement 9a' thus obtains a
maximal tilting position B. Posterior tilt of the tilt frame 17
is thus obtained. As the tilt arrangement moves from the
folded or lowered position A to the maximal tilting position
B, the slot interaction member 13a moves continually along
the slot 15¢ from the distal slot end 15d towards a proximal
slot end 15e. When the slot interaction member 134 reaches
the proximal slot end 15e, the tilt arrangement 9a attains its
maximal tilting position B. The slot interaction member 13a
may be fixed at any position between the distal slot end 154
and the proximal slot end 15¢ to obtain any inclination of the
tilt frame 17 between folded or lowered position A and the
maximal tilting position B. The position of the slot interac-
tion member 13a is determined by the amount of the
extension of the lifting member 115 relative to the base
member 11a, and may for example be controlled by means
of the motor of the wheelchair.

With reference to FIG. 4, a second example of a tilt
arrangement is shown. Tilt arrangement 95 is in many ways
identical to tilt arrangements 9a and 94" previously
described. The tilt arrangement 95 has additional function-
ality compared to tilt arrangements 9a, 94'. Tilt arrangement
95 can additionally provide anterior tilt, i.e. forward tilt, and
lift of the tilt frame 17, and thus of a seat mounted to the tilt
frame 17.

Tilt arrangement 95 comprises a distancing member 19' in
the form of a tilt actuator arranged to move rectilinearly
between a retracted position and an extended position. The
tilt actuator may for example be a hydraulic, pneumatic,
electrical or a mechanical actuator, or a combination of two
or more of the mentioned types of actuators. The distancing
member 19' is pivotally coupled to the tilt frame 17 forming
a pivot joint 19a, and to the lifting member 115 or the first
arm 13 forming a pivot joint 195.

The pivotal coupling of the first arm 13 with the lifting
member 115 and the pivotal coupling of the first arm 13 with
the tilt frame 17 are spaced apart. According to one varia-
tion, the first arm 13 forms a linkage comprising a first
portion 13f and a second portion 13g. The first portion 13/
extends between the pivotal coupling of the first arm 13 with
the second arm 15 and the pivotal coupling of the first arm
13 with the lifting member 115. The second portion 13g
extends between the pivotal coupling of the first arm 13 with
the lifting member 115 and the pivotal coupling of the first
arm 13 with the tilt frame 17. The coupling between the
second portion 13g and the tilt frame 17 forms a pivot joint
13/. According to one variation, the second portion 13g and
the tilt frame 17 are pivotally coupled at a respective end
forming an angle o therebetween. The angle a can be varied
by means of the distancing member 19' between about 0° to
about 90°.

According to the depicted example, the first portion 137
only extends at a first side of the axis 11¢ defined by the
longitudinal extension of the lifting member 114, or at least
has its main extension at the first side of the axis 1lc.
Especially, the coupling between the first arm 13 and the
lifting member 115 is provided at the first side of the axis

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

11c, i.e. that side of the base member 11a from which the
second arm 15 extends towards its distal end 15b. The
second portion 13g intersects the axis 11c¢ and thus extends
beyond the lifting member 115. By appropriately dimen-
sioning the length of the first portion 13f, the amount of tilt
may be defined. By appropriately dimensioning the length of
the second portion 13g, and thus the portion which extends
beyond the lifting member 115, additional lift compared to
that lift provided by the lifting member 115 may be pro-
vided.

The operation of the tilt arrangement 95 will now be
described with reference to FIGS. 5a-5d. In FIG. 5a, the tilt
arrangement 95 is in the folded or lowered position A. The
slot interaction member 13a is positioned at, or close to, the
distal slot end 15d of the slot 15¢ of the second arm 15. In
FIG. 5a, the slot interaction member 13a has been moved
from the distal slot end 154 towards the proximal slot end
15¢ as the lifting member 115 has moved rectilinearly
towards its maximally extended position. The tilt arrange-
ment 95 hence obtains a tilted position A', which is a
posterior tilt.

FIG. 5¢ depicts an anterior tilt position C of the tilt
arrangement 95. The angles of the distancing member 19' at
the pivoting joints 19a and 195, the extension of the dis-
tancing member 19', and the position of the lifting member
115 determines the amount of anterior tilt. When the lifting
member 115 is maximally retracted, i.e. in its lowered
position, the distancing member 19' or tilt actuator is in its
maximal extended position, and when an angle § between
the distancing member 19' and the first arm 13 in a direction
from the slot interaction member 134 towards the coupling
between the first arm 13 and the lifting member 115 is
maximal, the tilt frame 17 is subjected to maximal anterior
tilt. Actuation of the distancing member 19' between its
maximal retraced and extended positions adjusts the angle o
between the tilt frame 17 and the first arm 13 at the pivot
joint 13/%. Adjustment of the angle § between the distancing
member 19' and the first arm 13 also adjusts the angle o
between the tilt frame 17 and the first arm 13 at the pivot
joint 134.

In FIG. 5d, the tilt arrangement 95 is in an elevated or
lifted state D. The elevated or lifted state D is obtained by
extending the lifting member 115 and by extending the
distancing member 19'. The tilt frame 17 may thereby be
arranged essentially perpendicular to the axis 11¢ illustrated
in FIG. 2 and defined by the longitudinal extension of the
lifting member 115. The tilt frame 17 is hence parallel with
or essentially parallel with the slot 15c¢.

FIG. 6 shows a third example of a tilt arrangement. Tilt
arrangement 9¢ is in many ways identical to tilt arrangement
95 but provides the additional functionality of full standing
position of the tilt frame. Tilt arrangement 9¢ further com-
prises a standing actuator 21. The standing actuator 21 is
arranged to move or translate, in a plane defined by tilt frame
17', that end of the distancing member 19' which is pivotally
coupled to the tilt frame 17'. In particular, the standing
actuator may be arranged in the tilt frame 17" and arranged
to provide a rectilinear motion in the plane defined by the tilt
frame 17'. The standing actuator 21 is arranged to move
between a first position P1 in which anterior tilt of the tilt
frame 17 may be provided in combination with proper
positioning of the lifting member 115 and the distancing
member 19', and a second position P2 in which a full
anterior standing position of the tilt frame 17 may be
obtained. The first position P1 is farther away from the axis
11c¢ and the pivotable coupling between the first arm 13 and
the tilt frame 17 than the second position P2.
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In FIG. 7a, a longitudinal section of the tilt arrangement
9¢ is shown. The tilt frame 17' is set in a full standing
position E. As shown by arrow 23, the standing actuator 21
has translated one end of the distancing member 19' from the
first position P1 to the second position P2 in a plane defined
by the tilt frame 17' to obtain the full standing position E. By
maximal extension of the distancing member 19' the tilt
frame 1 may obtain a full standing position E, which is a full
anterior tilt position.

FIG. 75 depicts a longitudinal section of a variation of the
tilt arrangement 9c¢ in full standing position. Tilt arrange-
ment 9¢' has as distancing member 19" which is an arm.
Distancing member 19" is thus not an actuator. One end of
the distancing member 19" is pivotally coupled to the
standing actuator 21. The other end of the distancing mem-
ber 19" is pivotally coupled to the lifting member 115. By
actuation of the standing actuator 21" from the first position
P1 of the standing actuator 21 to its second position P2, full
standing position E may be obtained. The tilt arrangement
9¢' is able to provide, in addition to full standing position,
lift, and anterior and posterior tilt of the tilt frame 17'
according to the same principles as has been described
hereabove.

FIG. 8 depicts a fourth example of a tilt arrangement. Tilt
arrangement 94 is in many ways identical to tilt arrangement
9b. According to one variation the tilt arrangement 9d is
provided with the standing actuator of tilt arrangement 9c,
and according to another variation it is not provided with the
standing actuator.

Tilt arrangement 94 differs from tilt arrangements 95 and
9¢ in that tilt arrangement 94 comprises a second arm 15'
which is pivotally coupled to the first arm 13 and to the base
member 11a. That portion of the first arm 13 which extends
between the pivotal coupling with the second arm 15' and the
pivotal coupling with the lifting member 115 has the same
length as that part of the second arm 15' which extends
between the pivotal coupling with the first arm 13 and the
pivotal coupling with the base member 11a. This arrange-
ment provides an effect which is similar to that provided by
the sliding interaction between the slot 15¢ and the slot
interaction member 13a of the previous examples. The
pivotal coupling between the first arm 13 and the second arm
15' is hence arranged to move towards the lifting member
116 when the lifting member 115 is extended, and to move
away from the lifting member 115 when the lifting member
115 is retracted.

The second arm 13' has a proximal end 13'a which is
pivotally coupled to the base member 11a and a distal end
13'5 which is pivotally coupled to the first arm 13. The first
arm 13 and the second arm 13' form a linkage which together
with the distancing member 19' determines whether the tilt
arrangement 94 is folded, provides anterior tilt, posterior tilt,
and optionally full standing anterior tilt, when the tilt frame
is provided with a standing actuator.

With reference to FIGS. 9a and 95 a fifth example of a tilt
arrangement is shown. FIG. 9a depicts a perspective view of
a tilt arrangement 9e. Tilt arrangement 9e is similar to tilt
arrangement 9¢'. However, first arm 13' comprises two arm
parts, namely a first arm part 13'5 and a second arm part 13'c.
According to the example, the first arm part 13'6 and the
second arm part 13'c are essentially parallel and each extend
between a second arm 15" and the tilt frame 17'.

Each of the first arm part 13'a and the second arm part
13'5 of the first arm 13' is pivotally coupled to the tilt frame
17" and slidably connected to a second arm 15". Each of the
first arm part 13'a and the second arm part 13'6 has a slot
interaction member 13'a slidably arranged in a slot 15"¢
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such that the first arm 13 may slide between the two ends of
the slot 15"c. Moreover, the tilt arrangement 9¢ comprises a
two distancing members 19", each being pivotally coupled
to a respective one of the first arm part 13'5 and the second
arm part 13'c. Each distancing member 19" is furthermore
pivotally coupled to a standing actuator 21 arranged in the
tilt frame 17", as shown in FIG. 95.

Furthermore, optionally the tilt arrangement 9¢ may com-
prise a reinforcement member 16 extending between the first
arm part 13'6 and the second arm part 13'c. The reinforce-
ment member 16 is arranged along a section of the first arm
13" which extends between a pivotal connection of the first
arm part 13'6 and the second arm part 13'c with the lifting
member 115 and the slot interaction members 13'a.

The fifth example is hence similar to the first three
examples. However, according to the fifth example the first
arm is defined by two arm parts instead of one, and the
second arm is adapted to be in slidable connection with both
of the arm parts. It should however be noted that any of the
previous examples may according to variations thereof have
two arm parts instead of one and a second arm adapted to
interact with the two arms in the manner described accord-
ing to the fifth example. FIG. 96 depicts a perspective view
from below of the tilt arrangement 9¢ in FIG. 9a. The tilt
frame 17' comprises standing actuator 21. The standing
actuator 21 of the tilt arrangement 9e is arranged to move or
translate, in a plane defined by tilt frame 17, that end of the
distancing members 19" which is pivotally coupled to the
tilt frame 17', in particular to the standing actuator 21. In
particular, the standing actuator is arranged in the tilt frame
17', and arranged to provide a rectilinear motion in the plane
defined by the tilt frame 17' in a similar manner as has
previously been described with reference to FIG. 6.

FIGS. 10a-c show schematic side views of an electric
wheelchair 1 comprising a tilt arrangement. Although any of
the herein presented examples of tilt arrangements may be
utilised, the examples of an electric wheelchair provided in
FIGS. 10a-c comprise a tilt arrangement 9¢. In FIG. 10a the
tilt frame, and thus the seat 5, is slightly posteriorly tilted. As
the lifting member 115 is successively extended, the slot
interaction member is moved closer to the base member 11a,
and the tilt is increased, as shown in FIG. 104. FIG. 10c¢
illustrates the elevated or lifted state D of the tilt arrange-
ment 9c, as described with reference to FIG. 5c¢.

The inventive concept has mainly been described above
with reference to a few examples. However, as is readily
appreciated by a person skilled in the art, other embodiments
than the ones disclosed above are equally possible within the
scope of the inventive concept, as defined by the appended
claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. An electric wheelchair comprising:

a chassis,

a lift device having a base member which is fixedly
arranged to the chassis, and a lifting member arranged
to move rectilinearly relative to the base member along
an axis defined by a longitudinal extension of the lifting
member, wherein the lifting member is arranged to
move vertically between a retracted position and an
extended position,

a tilt frame,

a first arm pivotally coupled to the lifting member and the
tilt frame, wherein the first arm is pivotally coupled to
the lifting member by a first pivotal coupling and the
first arm is pivotally coupled to the tilt frame by a
second pivotal coupling, and wherein a pivot axis
defined by the first pivotal coupling is perpendicular to
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and offset from the axis defined by the longitudinal
extension of the lifting member, and

a second arm coupled to the base member, and the second
arm is pivotally coupled to the first arm forming a pivot
connection, wherein movement of the lifting member
towards the extended position moves the pivot connec-
tion towards the base member and movement of the
lifting member towards the retracted position moves
the pivot connection away from the base member.

2. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the first pivotal coupling and the second pivotal coupling are
spaced apart.

3. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 1, com-
prising a distancing member arranged to distance the first
arm from the tilt frame.

4. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 3, wherein
the distancing member is pivotally coupled to the first arm.

5. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 3, wherein
the distancing member is pivotally coupled to the tilt frame.

6. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 3, wherein
the distancing member is a tilt actuator extendable to
increase the distance between the first arm and the tilt frame.

7. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 3, com-
prising a standing actuator arranged to move, in a plane
defined by the tilt frame, an end of the distancing member
which is coupled to the tilt frame.

8. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the first arm forms a linkage comprising a first portion and
a second portion, wherein the first portion extends between
the pivot connection with the second arm and the first pivotal
coupling with the lifting member, and the second portion
extends between the first pivotal coupling with the lifting
member and the second pivotal coupling with the tilt frame.

9. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 8, wherein
the first portion only extends at a first side of the axis defined
by the longitudinal extension of the lifting member.

10. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 8, wherein
the second portion intersects the axis defined by the longi-
tudinal extension of the lifting member.

11. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the first arm is coupled to the lifting member at an end
portion of the lifting member.

12. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the second arm is fixedly arranged to the base member.

13. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the pivot connection between the first arm and the second
arm is defined by a slidable connection.

14. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the first arm comprises a first arm part and a second arm part,
wherein each of the first arm part and the second arm part is
pivotally coupled to the lifting member and the tilt frame,
and to the second arm to thereby form the pivot connection.

15. An electric wheelchair comprising:

a chassis,

a lift device having a base member which is fixedly
arranged to the chassis, and a lifting member arranged
to move rectilinearly relative to the base member along
an axis defined by a longitudinal extension of the lifting
member, wherein the lifting member is arranged to
move vertically between a retracted position and an
extended position,

a tilt frame,

a first arm pivotally coupled to the lifting member and the
tilt frame, and

a second arm coupled to the base member, wherein the
second arm is fixedly arranged to the base member, and
the second arm is pivotally coupled to the first arm
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forming a pivot connection, wherein movement of the
lifting member towards the extended position moves
the pivot connection towards the base member and
movement of the lifting member towards the retracted
position moves the pivot connection away from the
base member.

16. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 15,
wherein the first arm is pivotally coupled to the lifting
member by a first pivotal coupling and the first arm is
pivotally coupled to the tilt frame by a second pivotal
coupling.

17. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 16,
wherein the first pivotal coupling and the second pivotal
coupling are spaced apart.

18. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 16,
wherein the first arm forms a linkage comprising a first
portion and a second portion, wherein the first portion
extends between the pivot connection with the second arm
and the first pivotal coupling with the lifting member, and
the second portion extends between the first pivotal coupling
with the lifting member and the second pivotal coupling
with the tilt frame.

19. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 18,
wherein the first portion only extends at a first side of the
axis defined by the longitudinal extension of the lifting
member.

20. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 18,
wherein the second portion intersects the axis defined by the
longitudinal extension of the lifting member.

21. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 15,
comprising a distancing member arranged to distance the
first arm from the tilt frame.

22. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 21,
wherein the distancing member is pivotally coupled to the
first arm.

23. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 21,
wherein the distancing member is pivotally coupled to the
tilt frame.

24. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 21,
wherein the distancing member is a tilt actuator extendable
to increase the distance between the first arm and the tilt
frame.

25. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 21,
comprising a standing actuator arranged to move, in a plane
defined by the tilt frame, an end of the distancing member
which is coupled to the tilt frame.

26. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 15,
wherein the first arm is coupled to the lifting member at an
end portion of the lifting member.

27. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 15,
wherein the pivot connection between the first arm and the
second arm is defined by a slidable connection.

28. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 15,
wherein the first arm comprises a first arm part and a second
arm part, wherein each of the first arm part and the second
arm part is pivotally coupled to the lifting member and the
tilt frame, and to the second arm to thereby form the pivot
connection.

29. An electric wheelchair comprising:

a chassis,

a lift device having a base member which is fixedly
arranged to the chassis, and a lifting member arranged
to move rectilinearly relative to the base member along
an axis defined by a longitudinal extension of the lifting
member, wherein the lifting member is arranged to
move vertically between a retracted position and an
extended position,
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a tilt frame,
a first arm pivotally coupled to the lifting member and the
tilt frame,

a second arm coupled to the base member, and the second
arm is pivotally coupled to the first arm forming a pivot
connection, wherein movement of the lifting member
towards the extended position moves the pivot connec-
tion towards the base member and movement of the
lifting member towards the retracted position moves
the pivot connection away from the base member,

a distancing member arranged to distance the first arm
from the tilt frame, and

a standing actuator arranged to move, in a plane defined
by the tilt frame, an end of the distancing member
which is coupled to the tilt frame.

30. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 29,
wherein the first arm is pivotally coupled to the lifting
member by a first pivotal coupling and the first arm is
pivotally coupled to the tilt frame by a second pivotal
coupling.

31. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 30,
wherein the first pivotal coupling and the second pivotal
coupling are spaced apart.

32. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 30,
wherein the first arm forms a linkage comprising a first
portion and a second portion, wherein the first portion
extends between the pivot connection with the second arm
and the first pivotal coupling with the lifting member, and
the second portion extends between the first pivotal coupling
with the lifting member and the second pivotal coupling
with the tilt frame.

10

15

20

25

12

33. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 32,
wherein the first portion only extends at a first side of the
axis defined by the longitudinal extension of the lifting
member.

34. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 32,
wherein the second portion intersects the axis defined by the
longitudinal extension of the lifting member.

35. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 29,
wherein the first arm is coupled to the lifting member at an
end portion of the lifting member.

36. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 29,
wherein the distancing member is pivotally coupled to the
first arm.

37. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 29,
wherein the distancing member is pivotally coupled to the
tilt frame.

38. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 29,
wherein the distancing member is a tilt actuator extendable
to increase the distance between the first arm and the tilt
frame.

39. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 29,
wherein the pivot connection between the first arm and the
second arm is defined by a slidable connection.

40. The electric wheelchair as claimed in claim 29,
wherein the first arm comprises a first arm part and a second
arm part, wherein each of the first arm part and the second
arm part is pivotally coupled to the lifting member and the
tilt frame, and to the second arm to thereby form the pivot
connection.



